BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET . NOVEMBER 1976 


President: Mr. G. Binns Ph. 323679 
Secretary: Mra, M. Rotheram 301671 
Treasurer: Hr, 5, Reynolds 327721 


MEETINGS held in the Science Building of 
the School of Mines, Lydiard St. Sth, 8 p.9. 


3rd DECEMBER Mr, A, Sonsee - Botany 


Ath FEBRUARY 1977 Mewber's Night. 


EXCURSIONS :: ; 

7th Wovember - Mt, Cole, all day. L. Millar. 
219t Nevember - Camp Out - Major Mitchell Plateau. 

5th December - Pre-Christmas Surprise Excursion. Half day. 
6th February 1977 - Anglesea - Miss M, White. 
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OCTOBER M@ETING. Thirty sembers attended the meeting on 
1st October. Now members welcomed wore Mr, R, Borch, Miss 
K, Alder, Mise K, “4114amgon and Mr, G, Fink. 
Mp, P, Day gave an interesting and often humorous talk on 
Geology, enlarging on the alluvial gold fields of Ballarat 
in the 50e and 602 ef the last- century. 


EMFIELD FOREST PARK EXCURSION: 

On Sunday 26th September, in beautiful Spring weather, 
® number of our members drove to Enfield for the mi4d- 
monthly excursion. : 

The geology ef the area is chiefly olier ordovician 
and consists of shales, slates, sandstones and mudstones. 

The vegetation is of the open foothill forest type 
and consists largely of atringybarks and pepperaints, 
There are also a large number of acacias, other leguminous 
plants, heatha, and perennials of the orchid and lily 
family. 

Of great interest to the nembers were the large 
number. of greenhoods seen flowering. These included 
pterostylis pedunculata, the w&@roon-hood, and the tiny 
ptorostylis nana, 


Masses of acacia aculeatissina, the prostrate 
gattle, could be seen covering many areas of the sloping 
nilisides, Other acacias noted were - Acacia armata, A. 
gunnii, A, dealbata, A. myrtifolia, A. melanoxylon, 4A, 
verticillata, A, lanigera, A. decurrens, A, w@arnsaii and 
4, baileyana,. 

Contributed - Mra. P, Murphy 


ew 0d ee ee eee ee ees ee ae ee eee ee oe ee ee ee eee 


A NOTE FROM WIRRIMBIRRA: 


The wildflowers in the area have been really 
dv@autiful. The vary rich and varied flora rivals that of 
the Grampians. Wax-flowers, boronias, various pea-flowers 
and wattles have provided a splash of colour, while the 
Smaller less significant plante have been of interest too. 

Birdlife ia also quite varied, with such species as 
shite-throated warbler, leaden flycatcher and noisy friar- 
bird having arrived back for the summer. Other species, 
Fesident here, includ® rock warbler, whipbird, peaceful 
Seve, Little wattlebird and variegated wren. 

The habitata in the Wirrimbirra 240 acres are of 4 
gain types:- (1) ferest similar to Enfield, (2) heath like 
parts of the Grampians, (3) ironbarks with grassy under- 
story (like Maryborough bush), (4) cresk gullies with 
dense vegetation, Some-what like those of the Wombat 
Ferest. Members will thus understand why I have done 
little exploring in the district, aa ny spare time is 
eften spent in our own bush, within walking distance of my 
house, 

I enjoy receiving the News-shests and note with 
pleasure the new fornat which should prove successful. 
ith the solar eclipse soon to occur, I am particularly 
looking forward to receiving the November issue with 
renorts of the Mt, Beekworth excursion. 

Menbers will be interested to know that former Club 
Secretary, Bruce Abbott, will be calling on me shortly, 
= we Will be reminiscing on Club activities in days gone 

y. 

Wishing you all "good observing". 

From Roger Thomas. 


{Levely to hear from you Roger, thank you so much. Eds.) 


OPEN DA&yYy- 
SCHOCL OF FORESTRY - CRESWICK, 


FRIDAY 3rd DECEMB=R 1976: 19 a.m., 11 a.m., 1.30 p.n., 
LeOCLD MM. 30:50 Da 


SATURDAY 4th DECEMB=R 1975: 9.30 a.m., 10.30 a.m., 11 a.a. 
¥.30 p.m 2 Pp. m. 


Studentsa will be Showing visitors arouni at the above 
times, The public will be made most welcome. 


A periodic visitor to Victoria, Gerald Maisel BEND 2.5 
.Of Los Anjreles, Calitornia, has written to Stella 
Bedggood concerning an intended visit to Ballarat 
for the purpose of wWisiting Mt. Beckworth on 
Monday Novenber 29, During nis Stay Dre Maisel will 
presents 

An Illustrated Prozramme on 


renee entree ner nnnenetenernyayenecenecam, 


ALAShA$ SOCIABLE WEAVER OF THE KALAHARI; AND 


THE GaALaPaGos 
ee 
at the kducation Centre, 510 Mair st, Ballarat, & p.me 
mun .ay Nov. 28. Mambers are urged to note tnis evei.t, 
and to invite anv interested persons to attend, 


OBSERV LAG Tite TULAL ECLIPSE. 
cae enn OO IE CLAP SE 


The full drama and awe ins:iring spectacle or the 
total eclipse ot the su.. was experienced by a party 
of club members o.. the atternoun Of Uctober 23, 

The Club's choise ot the sestern slope ot Mt. Emu 
(400 m.) coincided with tnat or a Broup OL scientists 
from the Yokvo University of science. This site on 
the’centre ot the eclipse path provided very food 
viewing ot the phenomenon, 

The bilas hurrieily prepare. for roosting as the 
darkness increased with an eerte ‘dusk’ and greeted 
the light minutes later With a typical but brief 
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CALOCHILUS, CORYBAS AND CHILOGLOTTIS 
OF THE BALLARAT DISTRICT. 
DEE TRE NC ALERT ELD TAN RS SSIES 


CALOCHILUS Greek: kalos beautiful, kheilos, a lip. 
orsal sepal broad, petals shorter than the s 818, labellua 


covered with brown to purple haira (excepting C. imberbia 
which has a smooth labellum). Leaf single. ‘There are 
@leven specie in the genus, one occurring in New Calendonia, 
one in New Guinea, and the others endemic to Australia. fe 
are fortunate in having four specie in our district, 


C,suberbig (beardless beard orchid) Labellum with no 
hairs or glands, conspicuously striped with purple veina, 
Very rare, Creswick and Enfield, Late Spring. 


CC. p@ludegus (red beard) Plant slender, Labellum covered 
dy fine hairs, shorter and wore crowded at its base. Apex 
of labellum quite leng 5 - 10 ma. Rare and isolated, 
Enfield, Late spring. ‘ 


c 8 (brown beard) Leaf long. Labellum densely 
bearded with long purple Glistening hairs, Apex short 2 - 4 
aa. By far the most common Specie being found in all 
districts, We have noticed a whitish variety at Sparzo 
Creek after burning operations. Spring. 


Cie r (peaked beard) Leaf lanceolate, Labellum 
with gargins fringed with glistening reddish biue hairs, 
basal portion without hairs, Rare and isolated, Creswick, 
Enfield. Spring. 


CORYBAS Greek: korybas, a dancing priest of Phrygia. An 
extensive genus of about 50 Specie with eight Australian 
specie, Dorsal sepal large and hood-shaped, petals minute. 
Leaf single, basal, and roundish. Flowers solitary, 


C,diemenicug (Helmet orchia) Flower small. Hood greyish, 
Labellum margins minutely toothed, Scattered occurrences 
Enfield, Creswick, Mt. Beckworth, in moist Situations. 
Winter - early Spring. 
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C. dilatatus (Stately helmet orchid) A larger plant than 
the former. Leaf sometimes with small lobes, under surfae 
shiny. Labellum coarsely toothed at margins. Scattered 
occurrences “nfield, Creswick. Winter - early spring. 


CHILOGLOTTIS (beautiful tongue) Dorsal sepal erect. 
Labellum on a very short claw and covered with rows of 
glistening stalked calli. A small genus of eight species, 
With six Australian specie. 


C, gunn (common bird orchid) (not {liurtrated) Two large 
basal leaves. Labellum large on 4a irritable claw. 
Common in woist situations, Creswick, E:ifield. 


GC, refle (autumn bird orchid) A slerder plant 8 cm. 
Ywo basal leaves with undujate margins, Solitary, small 
green flower with purplish markings. Lsbelluma with a 
distinct claw at its base. Very rare and isolated, 
Enfield. February, April, May. 


ACIANTHUS Greek: akia a point, anthos flower. A genus of 
twenty specie with seven Australian specie. Leaf solitary. 
Labelium spreading with two basal cail:. Flowers in a 
terainal raceme. 


4, caudatue Flowers dark purplish on short pedicels. Leaf 
red-purple below, Dorsal sepal tapering to a point. 
Labellum sessile. Tsolated Enfield, Winter - early spring. 


Two other specie of Acianthus, A, exsertus and A, 
reniformis found in our district are not illustrated or 


described in this sheet. S$. Bedggood 
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chorus ot calls, aA tlock ot sheep in the pacduock 
velow quickly assembled into a group with the 

coming ot the darkness and began running aimlessly 
with the reappearunce of the sun, The stapes of the 
actual eclipse were fully exposeds@louu cover over 
most of the sky prevented clean viewing of ilanets ana } 
bristter stars, but the ribbon ot Light outside the 
path ot the eclipse was clearly visible on the 
Northern aid Southern horizons.» 
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MT, BECKWORTH gave auch pleasure to four car loads of 
meabers who visited there on 17th October, On the way, 
White necked heron and little ezret were noted feeding. 
The bush was fairly dry, and it was said that fiewers were 
not as prolific as usual. 

Many orchids were blooming, including the mauve wax- 
lip (Glossedia major) in profusion, yellow soths orchid 
D, pedunculata), spider orchid (Caladenia dilatata), 
Bearded and sun orchids, nedding, tall and little greenhoods: 
rabbits ears (Thelymitra antennifera), pink fingers (C, 
sarnea), leopard orchid (D.aaculata), spade lipped (D. 
palacyla). - . 

Also noted was the bearded heath, ausky caledenia, 
flat bush pea, early nancies, reck fern (Cheilanthes 
tenulfolta), black eyed suean, pennywort and rice flower. 


we Thile out walking in Nerrina area recently Mroe. Fry 
and Edith spotted a healthy koala enjoying @ meal in a 
gum tree, Ralph, Biith’s deg, was also a very interested 
Spectator. 


CORRECTION and APOLOGY. 


The £4itor made an error in the article on 
"Taxideray” in the July News Sheet. Where it road “Mr. 
Smith, though not an experienced naturalist.....ete , it 
skould have read Mra. 4th, though not an experienced 
naturalist...etc.: 

I apologize for the mistake, and regret any upset 
caused. B, Gray. 


KEditoriul Panels: 5S. Hedggood, G. Hinns, 
B. Graye 
No part of this publication may be reo-~ 


produced or transmitted im any form or 

by any means without permission in 

writing from the author/authors, All 
8 rights reserved. 


